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To the Congregation Preolyterian Difſenters 
without. Sally Port, and others in Communion 
with us in the other towns in England. 


& 


1 Dear 7 riends, 


OUR edification, as in duty bound . folewn en- 
gagements, ought to be the point where all our 
labours center. And as every Chriſtian ſoeiety general- 
ly profeſs ſubmiſſion to ſome Rated. rules, it is but juſt 
and proper, that you ſhould have clear views of we 
principles - which you profeſs, judging with preciſion 
wherein they coincide with, or differ from the great va» . 
riety of Chriſtian focictics which compoſe the diſſenting 
intereſt in England; to this-I have frequently been ſo- 
licited by ſome of yourſelves, deſiring that I would pub- 
liſh the terms of our - communion, which I always pro- 
pole on the evening preceding the celebration of the 
Lord's ſupper among us. Were our ſituation in an 
part in Scotland, a publication of this kind would only 
be loſing time, as our principles have there been long ago 
univerſally known; but as in this, and in other places in 
England in communion with us, they may be, and really 


are, maliciouſly miſrepreſented in anonymous pamphlets, : : 1 


and thereby ſome may heſitate abbut their -propriery and 


divine authority, ſelf-defence, and what is jncomparably 1 
more precious, vindication of the truth, ſeem to call up- . - * Fl 


on me to ſtate them clearly” n ſuceinctly before the 


public. N 
Without therefore kein any compariſons boring 


of our conſtitution and Chriſtian practice, and then let 


then charafteriſes' us, is, an inviolable attachment to the 


us and others, I ſhall ſhortly lay before you, an account 
every perſon judge for himſelf.” What moſt peculiarix 
= presbyterian mY 


(23 
presbyterian form of chutch-government, founded upon 
the New Teſtament, and arranged under diſtin& heads 
in the confeſſion of faith, which was ſolemnly adopted 
as the ſcripture-ſcheme of doctrine, diſcipline, and g. 
vernment, by the church in England and Scotland in its 
pureſt times. You will eaſily join with me in deteſting 
the opinion, that the Bleſſed Head, who with compoſure 
ſertled all the concerns of his church immediately before 
he left the world, and yet left the form and order of 
his houſe to be modelled by the capricious wills of men. 
No; he was too well acquainted with the ſeeds of ambi- 
tion that are ſown in every heart, and are prone to 
flouriſh in them eſpecially, who, in point of office, arc 
placed above their brethren, not to fix unalterably, the 
order and government of his church in all ages. Even 
in the days of his fleſh he ſaw a ſtrong deſire for ſupe- 
riority ariſing among his diſciples, which he ſeverely 
checked, and with which he was highly offended. The 
Chriſtian church, however, was in ſome reſpects dil. 
ferent in point of form, during our Lord's perſonal pre- 
ſence, from what it was after his aſcenſion; for while 
they had their maſter as a living oracle to conſult in 
every caſe, there was no occaſion for any deliberations 
among themſelves; but when he was taken off their 
head, there was another comforter ſent to preſide in 
the church, who, by a copious effuſion of the graces of 
knowledge, faith, fortitude, and love, qualified the A- 
poſtles for preſcribing the form, order, and diſcipline of 
the Chriſtian church, to which it ſtrictly adhered during 
the ages of inſpiration: and certainly the language of the 
Holy Spirit to ſucceeding periods is,“ See that thou make 


& all things according to the pattern ſhewed to thee in the 
© mount,” 


treaſon to attempt a ſubrertion of the eſtabliſhed civil 
govern- 


If then it has been in all nations accounted 


5 


government, of how much ſorer puniſhment ſhall they 
be thought worthy, who with daring hands, attempt to 
undermine the heavenly fabrick of the church of Chriſt ! 

Awed by ſuch à ſolemn conſideration, haly men, in 
all ages, deaf to the calls of intereſt and ambition, and 
undiſmayed at the fiery terrors of Rome, have been ſtir- 
red up to maintain that beauriful primitive order 1n the 
church, and have | been faithful in making knawn ta 
their ſucceeding offspring this law and teſtimony eſta- 
bliſhed among our fathers. At the reformation, 
when Scotland, with unexampled bokdneſs, burſt theſe + 
heavy chains of Romiſh tyranny, under which they had 
groaned for many ages, the church there, after various 
and long deliberations about the mind of the Holy Ghoſt 
reſpecting the ſtandard truths of religion in the ſcrip- 
tures, at laſt agreed to that ſyſtem for doctrine, order, 
and government, which the. church. of Scotland R 
FESSES to this day. To that ſyſtem. and form we, in 
baptiſmal, and other vows, ſolomnly engaged to adhere. 
To revile us and the church of Scotland, for ſubſcribing 
to theſe articles, when we approve of them, as either 
expreſs ſcripture, or containing doctrines evidently dedu · 
cible from i It, IS generally the practice of thoſe who, in- 
ſtead of giving us better in their ſtead, often. inculcate 
doctrines of the moſt dangerous nature; and indeed this 
objeftion has never had any weight wich the truly ſe= 
rious. . 

It would be improper in an addreſs of this kind to de- 
ſcribe at any length the many excellent advantages of 
this form and order, in which, we think, is contained. 
the mind of Chriſt ; and, indeed, it is with peculiar plea: 
fure 1 add, that what I might do in this matter is alto- 
gether ſuperceded by my worthy friend, the Rev. Mr. 
Fall of LO in a work, intituled, oy Sari View 

A 2 | 


(4 Þ +: - 
of the Goſpel Church, in which its coaftitaion; order, 


diſcipline, and ſellowſhip are aſcertained from the New 
Teſtament in a maſterly and convincing manner. 


Permit me only to add, however, that as ſtrifes, 


animoſities, and even groſſer crimes, ſometimes break 
out among profeſſing Chriſtians (not ariſing from thy 
doctrines, O Prince of Peace! but from the luſts that 
war within) I ſhall ſhortly ſketch out the remedy which 
the church has preſcribed to remove theſe offences, and 
re-unite its members in the amiable bonds of forbearance 
and love. 

The radical. court in presbytery i is ths ſeſſion, conlit 
ing of the miniſter ex officio, and the elders who had been 
inveſted with their office, in conſequence of the choice 
of the people, and their ſolemn admiſſion to that office 
by the paſtor, The juſtice and equity in the conſtitu- 
tion of this court evidently appears from this, that every 
member of the ſociety is tried by his peers or equal, 
whom he himſelf had nominated to a ſhare in the go- 
vernment in the church; this form of repreſentation is 
ſo truly excellent, that Great Britain, the moſt admira- 
bly conſtituted ſtate on earth, has adopted. the ſame plan 
in her civil government. | 

But I muſt confeſs, that where a miniſter chooſes his 
elders himſelf, or where the ſeſſion adds to their num- 
der by their own- private choice, without the election of 

the whole body, is as unfair and blameable as it would 


E be for the Houſe of Commons to promote whom they 


pleaſed to the dignity of members, without the electors 
and freeholders ever having been conſulted, or their 
voices aſcec. 

I maintain: that a legal fin | is only ſuch whom the 
whole body have been the conſtituents, and no orher- 


wiſe.” Before this court every member has a 1 
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able his cauſe, having firſt carefully taken the neceſſary, 
ſteps preſcribed at length by our Lord in Matth. xvii. 
15. for removing the offences privately betwixt him and 
his injurious brother; this having been-ineffeRual, par- 
tics are ſummoned, and, in their hearing, the canſe is 
tried: But, ſhould the matter appear intricate, the mem- 
bers, in order to have more advice, can remove it to a 
higher. court, conſiſting of ſeveral repreſentatives of o- 
ther. congregations; this 1s called a presbytery : Or 
ſhould one of. the parties think that he 1 is iojured by the 
diciſion of the ſeſſion, he can at once carry the matter 
before the presbytery by appeal, where the ſeſſion are 
obliged to anſwer for their proceedings. This power 
of appealing has been a proper and neceſſary check up- 
on ſeſſions where parties may ſometimes be ſhamefully 
formed, and fo innocency ſuffer without being permitted 
2 hearing. Even from the presbytery, appeals can be 
carried before the repreſentatives of the whole church, 
under the name of general council, aſſembly, or ſynod. 
This, is the presbyterian plan of church government, | 
vhich, abſtracting from its divine inſtitution, ſeems t6 
excel all others for the purpoſes of redreſſing grie- 
rances, repreſling violence and wrongs, and maintaining . 
the ineſtimable right of religious liberty. "Againſt this 
conſtitution it can have no greater weight to alledge, 
that becauſe in a church ſo conſtituted variance and 
ſtrifes ſometimes happen, while other churches who 
have no goverament at all, are peaceable and charitable; 
then, if one was to advance, that becauſe the Hotren- 
tots are juſt and chafte, therefore the Britiſh conſti- 
tution is nothing preferable to theirs, fince the Pe 
vices are too often found among us. 

This, my brethren, is the conſtitution of the church 


of Scotland, WEI it is yours ; and N know that we 


even 


(387. 


even of this place have often experienced FE ſalutary ef. 
fects, by the frequent references which we have made 
to ſuperior courts, who always ſent us deciſions ſo equit 


able and ſo prudent, as gave us the greateſt ſatisfaction: 


and I may truly affirm, that to maintain this form of go. 
vernment in its purity, was one of the principal reaſon 
that influenced our ſynod to comply with the calls fron 
thofe congregations in England in connection with us 
and ſettling fixed paſtors among them; for I will be 
bold to affirm, that neither numbers, convenience, nor 
| worldly advantages could be their motive, ſince for many 
years they have always had more calls from numerous 
' and ſubſtantial congregations in Scotland, than they had 


young men to ſettle amongſt them. I will likewiſe de- 


| clare, that a ſettlement in England was neither mine nor 
my brethren's perſonal choice, and that nothing but 
i ſubmiſſion to the rules of the church did influence us, 
And could the diſſenting miniſters in general be pre- 
vailed upon to adopt this New Teſtament plan of go- 


vernment and diſcipline in admitting of paſtors, chooſing 
of elders, and maintaining due ſubordination to ſuperior 
courts, it might then be hoped that diſcipline would be 
maintained in its full vigour, and by the bleſſing of God, 
pious practice, well-tempered zeal, and holy watchfulneſ 
would flouriſh, when thus ſecured by this hedge of go- 
vernment; for, indeed, theſe are plants too delicate to 
grow in the open field, I live upon the beſt terms with 
my diſſenting brethren, and therefore would wiſh to be 
underſtood, to ſpeak from a generous cancern for the 
: prof} peri ty of the church in general, and in my mind 
this is the method ever we are to hope for it. 

I own it is to be lamented with tears of ſorrow, chat 
the eſtabliſhed church of Scotland ſo criminally diſho- 
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ember is obliged at his admiſſion, ſolemnly to profels. | 
he peculiar grievance which good men have Jong la- 
rented, is lay-patronage, by which any perſon of pro- 
'Wcrty who has the right of preſentation in the pariſh, 
Wray thruſt in upon them, any candidate for the miniſtry, 
oweyer unqualified for that particular charge. It is 
little force for the patron to argue, Why do you 
Reverend Gentlemen licence a perſon who is unquali- 
© fied ? But does he not conſider, that as miniſters, like 
thers, poſſeſs various gifts and endowments, ſo a mini- 
ſer may be eminently uſeful in one corner, while in ano- 
ther he might do much hurt. But the moſt criminal 
dart is, depriving Chriſtians of. the precious right of 
buſing their paſtors, whom they judge will be moſt 


difying to them. And mark the unhappy conſequetices! 


arge and populous pariſhes, where religion once flouriſh- 
d under faithful paſtors, now fly from their churches 
s if infected. Scarcely the clerk and beadle attend, 
while the unfeeling preſentee harangues to the folitary 
ralls! I own it diverts me to figure in my own mind 
That the college of the apoſtles (were they again on 
arth) would think, were they happening to ſee a mo- 
dern ſettlement in the church of Scotland; they would 
probably aſk, © What criminal is that, in black, ſo ſtrong- 
y guarded by muſqueteers, and whom all the people 
"ſeem to regard with abhorrence?” „ Criminal!” 
ys one of the crowd, © he is a miniſter of the goſpel 

of peace, going by the aſſiſtance of the cannons and 
muſquets of the Law to take poſſeſſion of his charge.” 
wk Paul, “It muſt be one of the confederates of the 
man of ſin, about whom I warned the Theſſalonians 
Dore one thouſand ſeven hundred and thirty years 


' ago, that thus violently deſtroys the church.” © De» 


' troy the church! No. Gentlemen, go forward, you 


will 


_« will bon him ſolemnly declare before God, chat 0 
temporal views or motives of intereſt influenced hin 


does not care if there was not a miniſter in the iſland 


believe it is, juſt now, unequalled in Europe; but I m 


of late years: And whoever would ſee the fatal te 


their precious __ which their forefathers had proc! 
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'< to take charge of theſe people whom you ſee ho 
« ing him along,” Why, Did theſe people call = 
to teach them?” „Oh! No; it was a gentler 
« who never was in the church in his life, and wh 


but for certain reaſons and ſervices, gave him the pre 
t ſentation ; beſides. the criminal, as you call him, boal 

« of deſecnding i in a direct line from the apoſtlex' 
« From us! they n with indignation, and {| 
match off 

I revere the church; ; it has been a 1 of eminen 
men; and for men of learning and poliſhed manners, 


be permitted to mingle my tears with theſe who i 
filene ſorrow lament the pernicious meaſures follow 


dency of lay-patronage, will be abundantly convinced 


peruſing an ingenious performance on that ſubject, in ſ all hi 
veral diſtin diſſertatioas by a presbyterian miniſter of here 
this place. ongi: 
No wonder then, that theſe wounds which the churdlb<le 
have received in the houſe of her friends have been {i godly 
cerely lamented by worthy and godly men, who are bot be he 
down by a domineering party, inſulting their diſtrek 10 
Neither can theſe tender conſciences be blamed, whore = 
fuſed thus to draw the civil ſword, and wound this apo 2” 
ſtolic conſtitution in its vitals; and rather than aſſiſt i g bec 
ſuch daring work, they bore the Vengeance of their al ©! 
verſaries, who ſtripped them of their temporal emoliſ®*s. 1 
ments, and endeavoured to deſtroy their public uſe cuſed 
fulneſs, by forbidding them to inſtruct the people i =p 


col? 


—F yy©v.A ATY - 
ed at the expence of all that was dear to them in the 
world, But theſe faithful men took chearfully the ſpoil- 
ag of their goods, rather than forego the ſuperior 
eſling of a peaceable conſcience, by a ſteady defence of 
he truth. - 

It is then, as Mr Hall, in the book already citeg, 
ave 228, proves, that a ſeparation from ſuch violent 
proceedings is warrantable, nor can it juſtly incur the 
enſure of ſchiſm. And I could name ſome of the eſta- 
lihment, who, in point of learning and piety, are an 
roament to their profeſſion, who have openly declared, 
hat ſuch a ſeparation has been a mean, in the hand of 
rovidence, for preſerving the dactrines of the goſpel, 
and the original. conſtitution of the church from ruin. 
But every deſirable conſequence is to be hoped from the 
promiſes of Jehovah Rophi, the Lord the healer, who 
hath aſſured us, that men in oppoſite intereſts, and in- 
lamed with rancorous animoſities, ſhall yet ſee eye to 
eye, and there ſhall be nothing to hurt or to deſtroy in 
all his holy mountain. Every friend of peace and truth | 
herefore, I preſume, are, with ardent prayers and 
longing expectations, waiting for the bleſſed times when 
theſe fatal diviſions which wound religion, diſtreſs the 
godly, and confirm the profane 1 in their e ſhall 
be healed. | 

I own I am a little farprized to find an author 8 
does not chuſe to ſubſcribe his aſſertions) aſfirm, “that 
& our community have forſaken the teſtimony, are 
become move. n and are now entire conformiſts 
« to the times.” The charge of moderation, I con- 
ſels, is new and uncommon, as we have been often ac- 
cuſed of conceited preciſion, ſeldom before of pliant con- 
formity. If laying aſide railing at eſtabliſhments, revi- 
ng the laws, and geuerally on the concluſion of celebra- 


ing the Lord's pen that feaſt of love, to employ ſe- 
vera] 


„ 
veral hours in inflaming the people's minds with rancoù 
| and rage againſt all who differ from themſelves (Which 
was the ſhameful practice at the ſeparation). I ſay, i 


Yor 
vation 
jon fe 


this be lukewarmneſs, I and all my Reverend Father uifor 
q and Brethren readily take with the charge, as we abhofÞ'g th 
1 | the practice of thus diſhonouring the chair of truth ut p 
The doctrines of the goſpel, teaching men repentanc: Ih 
I towards God, and faith towards our Lord Jeſus Chriſt Mowine 
1 to lead quiet and peaceable lives; and to keep themſele ind n 
|  Unſpotted from the world, are ſubjects ſo copious and inen 
b neceſſary, that to illuſtrate and inforce them ſufficiently ſium 
1 employs all our time. But, on the other hand, Ipod tr 
4 ſume that every purpoſe of the teſtimony firſt publiſneliin/ tr 
4 by-the ſeparating brethren, has been in a great meaſu hich 
4 attained ; while in the mean time we wiſh and pray forſnore 
1 nothing more than the cloſing of theſe wounds amon truths 
| _ ourſelves, which the pride and paſſions of men have {ſſÞcrvec 


omm 
the p 
make 
natur 
publi 
of it 
that 


fatally opened. Neither can I find in any one page d 
] the teſtimony, that its authors © denied the PRO ES 5 
| religion of the church of Scotland to be the true 
| religion.“ The abuſe of this profeſſion they lament: 
| «ed, and proteſted againſt, but never denied the truths 
k * profeſſed. What this Hiſtorian's views then muſt have 
been by ſuch an aſſertion, I will not decide, poſſibly (a 


he is a man of humour) to make a trial of the credulity claim 


of mankind. TH in th 
Farther, you well know our hs to private A 


member till after due intimation is given from the pul the e 
pit. This the Confeſſion of Faith ſtrictly enjoins; andſf and 
indeed this rule ſeems to be founded on reaſon, as you been 
4 know, that even in your own civil ſocieties, that priori *s | 
to the admiſſion of any member, the body in general Mot 
| | Mult be informed, and their qualifications examined in- _—_ 
ro; much more is this precaution neceſſary i in things ol u 
higher concern. SIE | Yo 


| 

| 

| 

| 
1 
l baptiſm, which we dare not preſume to diſpence to any tt 
if 

' 

j 
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ol You likewiſe know, that a faithful and conſtant obſer- I if 
ion of worſhip in your families, is another qualifica- 1} 
jon for church memberſhip among us, together with an 11 
ni form attendance upon public ordinances ; well know-w- 
ng that many a praying perſon will never go to Heaven, | 
ut prayerleſs perſons cannot get there. 

nee 1 have only to add my reafons for publiſhing the fol- 
owing ſermon, I am well aware, that the public will 
ind nothing new in ir, but what great and excellent 
en have advanced before me; but if J can be the in- 
ſtrument of inducing you, or hers, even to read theſe 
od rruths, and thereby your edification be promoted, 
my trouble will be abundantly repaid. The ftile too 
unrhich I have uſed, is of that kind which has a tendency 
more to elevate the affections than to inculcate dodtrinal 
truths, A diſtinction which I think neceſſary to be ob- 
ſerved in preparation ſermons for receiving the- holy 
communion, You know likewiſe, that ſome time ago, 
the presbytery applied to us, deſiring that we would 
ueſſmake ſome ſmall collection for a charity of a very preſſing 
nature, (of which I informed you} I thought that by 
publiſhing a ſermon, and if there ſhould be by the ſale 


of it any ſurplus above the bare expence of printing. 
that we might contribute in this manner to relieve ſuch 


Y ceimant diſtreſs. If it ſhould, it ſhall faithfully be applied 
in this charitable manner. 
Aud now, my brethren, let me take my leave of you 
„Ia this time by one word of advice: you ſee now by 
Ihe concluſion of the year a lively picture of human life, 
end a ſolemn admonition to prepare for eternity. It has 
uM deen the laſt to many of your acquaintances, now fleep- 
ing in the duſt, till the heavens and the earth be no Pi 
more! It's highly probable many of you will never ſee | q 


r 


— 2 


———— 


nother year. What proviſion for an eternal world have 
you then made? For, look all round you, within Jau. 2 
a and 


* 


1 
and without, you will after the painful fearch find, thy 
nothing will be a permanent portion but God. Thi 
one thing needful can alone bear you up under diſtreß 
and pain, and afford you a comfortable view of anothe 

world. I preſume, your daily labours, your perſona 
and family troubles ſufficiently convince you that huma 
life is but, at beſt, vanity and vexation of ſpirit. The 
frequent warning you have within you, by pains an 
diſtreſs, are ſo many friendly hints that death hath be A 
gun his work, and is gradually looſening the pins of th 4 
tabernacle, till he ſoon bring you to the houſe appointelſſ d 
for all living. And will you venture. upon the confine 
of the other world without being acquainted, nay, 
: carrying hoſtile intentions againſt the dreadful King who 
reigns there! Better you had never ſeen the light, ta 
thouſand times better you never had heard there was 1 
Saviour! O then give yourſelves no reſt, till you have 
found a place in your heart by faith, for the reception 
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of him who ſtands without and knocks; and wait dailj 
about wiſdom's gates; that you may learn the language, 
wear the dreſs, and ſecure the favour of the King of that 
glorious country where weakneſs and miſery cannot enter 

And with yourſelves, forget not, at a throne of grace, 
the precious pledges of your conjugal love; put it in 
their power by your ſolemn warnings, your aſſiduous in- 
ſtructions, and amiable example, to bleſs God that ever 
they had ſuch parents. I ſhall have done with a prayer 
for you, dictated by the Holy Ghoſt: © The Lord 
make you to encreaſe and abound in love one towards 
another, and towards all men, even as we do towards 
you; to the end he may eſtabliſh your hearts unblame- 
„able in holineſs, before God, even our Father, at the 
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“coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt with all his ſaints.” 
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Jo HN XU. 32, 33. 
dud 1, if 1 be lifted up from the earth, will * 


death he ö die. 


ther, and the Sons of God ſhouted for 


out of nothing, nature has been pouring forth 
an endleſs ſtore of inimitable colours and beau- 


templative mind, that men of a poliſhed taſte, 
have, in every age, employed eminent maſters 


transfer on canvas, an imitation of theſe living 
beauties which clothe the earth with majeſty 


maſterly hands have been ſo happy in the exe- 


ordſcution of ſome pieces of 1mitation, as fill us 


rd} with admiration, But ſtill nature is unrivaled 
ron beauty, for even theſe pieces of moſt exqui- 


ne- ite art, when viewed through a magnifying 


medium, they appear a rough indigeſted heap 
of broken ſarfaces ; ; but nature, the more mi- 
| n nutely 


VER ſince the morning ſtars ſang toge- 


ties; and ſuch a fine effect have they on a con- 


in the art of painting, to copy nature, and to 


all men after me, ( this he ſaid, ft 7 gmfying what 


Joy at the fight of this earth emerging 
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and glory. And it muſt be confeſſed, that ſome | 
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to age labouring to paint out the graces and 
excellencies of the Redeemer ; yet, all with one 


is then that the clamours of conſcience are huſh- 


communion table we celebrate this crowning 


. permiſſion, we are now to be engaged in this 


fair. 9 of the redeemed, in n celebrating 


4 
nutely ſhe is examined, riſes with new n 
to the wondering eye. 

And with the ſame propriety I may add, that 
although ten thouſand pencils dipt in the colour 
of heaven, have been inceſſantly employed in 
drawing the mediatorial beauties of Jeſus ; al. 
though the eloquence of Angels, the raptures of 
the prophets, and the affecting deſcriptions of 
the miniſters of the goſpel, have been from age 


voice,. conſcious of their inequality to the taſk 
cry out, But who can ſpeak of all * glory, 
or ſhew forth all his praiſe!” 

But I may obſerve, that to a, mind that has 
been ſtung with a ſenſe of guilt, the Saviour 
never appears more lovely, than when his head 
was incircled with his thorny crown, and taken 
down dead, pale, and lifeleſs from the croſs, It 


ed to filence, and joy gies with admiration, 


ſtrongly affect the mind. 
And when is the time 8 theſe en 


ought more to be cheriſhed, than when at a 


inſtance of love which he gave a loſt world 
without the gates of Jeruſalem ? And, by divine- 


heavenly work, and to join in concert with the 


the 


1 
the memorial of his loving kindneſs, who is 
fairer than the ſons of men, and altogether 
lovely. | 
When our Lord ſpoke the words of the text, 
n he had already finiſhed a great part of the 
„work given him of the Father to do. By a 
1 Mcourſe of the moſt heavenly actions for thirty= 
f Mehree years, he had magnified the law, and, by 
e Mhis ſubmiſſion, made it honourable. One part, 


d and the hardeſt too, yet was unfiniſhed; and 5 | 


e chat was to be baptiſed in his own blood. That 
„black hour was at hand; the armies of dark- 
7, Mncls were now rallying their fcattered forces to 


make their laſt efforts for his deſtruction; his 


enemies on earth were hatching midnight 
r ſchemes for his ruin; the clouds of heaven 
were lowring, and the thunder of vindictive 
wrath were ready to burſt upon him, and the 
t WY livid flames of divine yengeance were about to 
- Wkindle on the devoted ſacrifice of his human 


nature. 


Jof ſufferings, he at firſt ſeems to recoil at the 


standing on the brink of ſuch a idee ſea : | [ | 


proſpect.— Now is my ſoul troubled, and [| 


* this hour,” Did he then repent of the un- 


a 
„what ſhall I ſay!“ —“ Father, ſave me from 
e dertaking as raſh and inconfiderate? By no 


means: And therefore taking a freſh draught | | 


of the brook of promiſed help, he takes a ſe- _ 
cond view of the * files of hell, and com- 


_ png 


4 


paring cheir reſpective ſtrength for the en gage. 
ment, he finds that he is more, infinitely more, 
than a match for them all; and adds, breath- 
ing defiance, and threatening their ruin, 0 
„ death I will be thy plagues ! O grave I wil 
ce be thy deſtruction !” repentance ſhall be hi 
* from mine eyes.” To this I may add, that 
the bleſſed conſequences of this encounter, by 
wich the lawful captive ſhould be deere 
and the prey taken from the terrible; that the 
| valley covered with dry bones of dead ſinners, 
mould be reanimated, and, together with his 
dead body, be made alive. I ſay, theſe reflec 
j tions ſo fill his ſoul with joy, that he breaks 
| out in the triumphant language in the text, 
* and I, if I be lifted * from the earth, wil 
0 draw all Men unto me.“ 

And if it is in conſequence of this lifting up 
df 2 crucified Redeemer, that we are reſcued 
from the pains of hell, and permitted to fi 
down at a communion table, which is covered 

with all the bleſſings of the new covenant ; 0 
my brethren, ſummon and collect all your at- 
tention and thoughts, while I proſecute, by di- 
vine aſſiſtance, the following point of doc- 

trine, viz. That the dying charms of a cruci- 
fed Saviour, are the beſt attractive to draw men 
from ſin and ruin, to Chriſt and glory. 

To illuſtrate this pow, 1 thall obſerve the 

following method: 


I. De- 


"I $5 


rawing, intimated ; in the text. 


lra ws dead ſinners, 


this is done. 
IV. Apply. 


muſt premiſe/, 

That the term draw ſuppoſes n and 
refiſtance in the party drawn; and this at 
once carries us to the proſpect of human na- 


big with horror, that it were to be wiſhed it 
him who only knows what is' in man, 


miſery and guilt, the inſeparable attendants on 
fn. Sufficient is it for us, that the divine teſ- 


8 bead is ſick, and the heart is faint, there is 


no ſoundneſs.” And {© little are men diſpo- 


{d to lay hold of heaven and happineſs, as of- 
fered by 1 that their conſtant reply is, we 
will have none of thee ; and ſo little are they 


able to do . that Chriſt em lays, no 


1 Deſcribe the nature and - manner of this 7 
II. Shew how wonderfully 4 crucified Saviour : 


III. Speak to the conditional n means vy which 


I return to the firſt of cheſs dises 1 f 
before I enter more r to diſcuſs it, 1 


ture in its fallen ſtate, in which men are car- 
ried even to the dreadful length of hating both 
Chriſt and his Father ! a charge ſo black and 


ould be denied; but, alas! it is brought bß 


do not now proceed to open theſe ſcenes of 


timony concerning man is, that the whole 


7: Ex 


ä—U— — q : OS — ů — I 
1 
3 -/ 


{0.7 - 

man can come unto me unleſs he Father whid 
hath ſent me draw him. Unleſs the ſame al. 
mighty arm which will ſhake the ſtars of heavy 
from their orbits, be employed in drawing the 
ſinner, he never will come to Chriſt. 
Weak, however, as we are, yet our unwil 
_ lingnefs to come and have life, is principally 
charged againſt us by the Lord of life, ye 
* will. not come unto me that you mky hart 
life.” See here a mournful ſpectacle indeed, 
| man born for immortality and glory, expoſe 
to the unmixed vials of divine wrath, on ac: ples 
count of his alienation from God; the lay Q ct 
thunders, hell bellows from beneath, heaven of t 
calls, invites, and commands him to eſcape for you 
his life; but, alas! all in vain; for, as it is af way 
firmed of ſuch as are mortally ſtung by the pall 
Egyptian aſp, that they ſeem as if ſunk in 2 hov 
Pleaſant ſlumber, from which they are unwilWl Gon 
ling to awake; in the ſame manner the ſinner i in t 
ſeems delighted with his chains, and ſees the like 
path to ruin ſtrewed with flowers, and flowing ma 
with imaginary joys ; till, alas! the fires of et 
Tophet awaken him from the deluſory dream © t! 
when it is too late. But who can limit the] 
power of him who is the reſurrection and the Fir 
life? No, my brethren ; for although the ge. ing 
neral race of men ſeem to be determined on up 
their ruin, and treat the offers of mercy with tra 
ſcorn and contempt ; ; yet a bleſſed remnant are {io 
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ower of Chriſt, repreſented to us under the no- 


to open, by conſidering its nature, qualities, 
ind means, And here I obſerve, | 
That the drawing ſpoken of, or that. act 
by which the mighty power of the ſpirit of 
chriſt operates upon the dead hearts of men, 


in the ſoul, and kindles in it a holy flame of 


love to God, is, what cannat, on the princi- 


ples of reaſon, be accounted for. Knowelt thou, 
0 curious inquirer, the formation and progreſs 
of the bones in the womb of her that is with 


young ? much leſs canſt thou comprehend the 
way of the Spirit. Canſt thou inveſtigate the 
ballancing of the clouds? {till leſs the manner 


how the Spirit of Chriſt huſhes the jarring paſs 


lions, and compoſes to reſt the ſtormy tempeſt 


in the ſoul: And yet to our comfort, although, 
like the blind man, we cannot account for the 


manner how he miraculouſly obtained his fight, 


yet to his comfort he could ſay, This 1 know, ö 


that whereas once I was blind, now I ſee.” 


The manner of this operation is two-fold : 


ol propoſing moral means to the. underſtand- 


and ſecondly, employing effectual power 


_ the will. This a judicious divine illuſ- 
trates by the expreſſive, though familiar, allu- 


0 2. 


ade willing in a day of his power. This 


ion of drawing, I ſhall now more fully attempt | 


and makes them alive, ſcatters the ſeeds of fire 


705 to ſiſhing; where, although the prey may | 
: 55 1 be 


1 . 
be allured to ſwallow the baited hook, yelllhe n 
power muſt be employed by the wary angler tu Ah 
draw it to the bank. In the ſame manner Gol Ane 
in the goſpel propoſes ſuch raviſhing objects t my 
the underſtanding, as have a tendency to influ ] W. 

ence the ſinner's choice; but even here, thehext 
drawing influence of the f. pirit muſt be exerted. charge 
In doing this, he \ -  ... pens 
 1ft, Undeceives men as to their flats. It cle 
aſtoniſhing to conſider how artfully the god offfþcd v 
this world has varniſhed over fin; violation offfekway 
the divine law, ſo precious in the fight of 1 living 
Holy God, that ſooner than one jat of it ſhoulder t 
| be diſhonoured, his own ſon muſt periſh ; thisſuch 
zs called liberty, A contempt of the ſcriptures, Naily 
theſe oracles by which we know the mind offiffels : 
| God; this is free thinking, The promiſes of 2d 
faithful God, which, as an anchor, keep theſſſſngs 
ſoul from foundering in the ſtorms of tempta- Ie 
tion; yet even theſe are neglected or miſbe-ſſſbut : 
lieved. In a word, the ſinner, like a patientznce 
in a brain fever, laughs and ſp ports, andi who 
thinks himſelf in perfect health; while, alas, the 1 
weeping friends know this to be a prelude tofſſneſs 
his death. In the fame manner, the finner, in of h 
this delirium of the ſoul, is b bleſſing himſelf, pp 
ſaying, That he ſhall have peace; but when it diſſo 
pleaſe; God to rebuke his diſtemper, he then bloo 
ſees himſelf ſtripped of all theſe imaginary ac- Ira 
| * and looks back vs horror at and 
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e narrow eſcape from irretrievable perditions i 
to Ah! where had I been fays be, had a juſt 
and an offended judge cut me off, with all 
my ſins in their vigour! 

When the conſcience is thus rosie . 
ext ſtep of the Holy Spirit is to lead the ſoul, 
charged and loaded with guilt, to the fountain 
opened to the hauſe of David for fin and for 
ncleanneſs; and here theſe train of crimes, 


ay in this flowing ſtream. This fountain of 
aſiving water poſſeſſes another admirable quality, | 
Wor the penitent, by a draught of it, receives 
ach invigorating influence, as by it he grows 
daily in holineſs, a love for religion, watchful-. 
eis againſt fin, and a delight in the law of God. 
2d, In this dawn of converſion, the joys, bleſ- 
ngs, and ſolid delights, which are ſecured in 
the new .covenant, are propoſed to his view 
- put all theſe are eclipſed by the radiant appear- 


ed with guilt and black with filth, are waſhed >. | 


1 Mances of the ſun of righteouſneſs. This is he 


aß ho is the theme of angels, and the ſubje of 
5 the unceaſing ſong of the redeemed, the bright- 


0Mneſs of the father's glory, and the expreſs image 


nWof his perſon ; who by his interpoſition hath 
„ ſupported the pillars of the earth from being 
tFGfolved by the curſe, and who, by erecting a 
n bloody ſtandard, hath collected the out- caſts of 

-Ilrael into one. To the ſmell, the myrrh, aloes, 
t nd d caſſia out of his i jonny amber regalc the 
4 1 | 
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Foul, and breathe ſtrong of heaven; to the 
fight, how raviſhing!. altogether lovely, and 


8 fairer than the children of men; to the hear- 


ing, what ſounds muſt theſe be that can charm 
away the pains of death, and ſoothe the anguiſh 
of the dying! a voice 0 inchanting as to recal 
blindfolded ſinners from the verge of hell ty 
the heights of glory and happineſs. _ 

Along with Jeſus, the Father alſo freely ol. 
fers all things; a kingdom, a throne, a guard 


of angels, poſſeſſion of the city whoſe gates arc 
| adorned with twelve manner of. pearls, and 
| whoſe ſtreets are paved with gold; here, too, 
the bleſſed inhabitants are eternally feaſted with 
the juice of that vine, whoſe leaves are for the 


healing of the nations ; no voice of ſorrow there 
burſts from the burthened heart, no tear ſtreams 
from the afflicted eye, all is peace, joy, and un 


_ interrupted bleſſedneſs. 


But even theſe moral means, by which God 
allures ſinners, will not, however charming and 
heavenly, effectually draw them; and this takes 


its ariſe from two cauſes. The firſt of which is, 


the numerous enemies that reſiſt the grace of 
God in the heart ; and the other i is, the abſolute 


; weakneſs in the finger to oppoſe ſuch mighty 


powers. But when it pleaſes God to perfed 
Hig: ſtrength in weakneſs, he ſends, cloathed 

might and power, that ſame ſpirit which 
 Taiſed 1 295 from the dead ; ; whoſe genial influ: 
41 | endes, 


3 
thelfences, brooding over the dead ſoul of the finner, | 
dl create it again in Chriſt Jeſus ; and ſo ſuper- 
ar-Matural is it, that it is called a creation, and a 
raÞclurretion from the worſt kind of deaths. ! 

Further, the arm of the Lord is revealed in 
taking away all reſiſting power in the finner, by 
removing the ſtony heart in the will, by pulling 


changing the whole bent of the affections. Here 
the Father makes haſte, mercy flies upon the ra- 
pid wings of love; and, indeed, did it wait for 
the ſinner's return to him, all hopes of falvation 
would be loſt for ever. This makes the apoſtle 


obſerve with admiration, God who is rich in 


off the veil that is on the underſtanding, and 


he mercy, for the love wherewith he hath loved us, P 


refl even when we were dead in n hath e Ai 


as ed us together with Chriſt. 
And yet this power, how ſtrong _ effectual | 

ſoever it may be, yet it cannot Jultly be called 
{|} compulſion or force; for theſe captives are made 
vining in a day of power. Hear how the ſpouſe 
«M preſſes it, My beloved put in his hand by the 


for him. | 
here is ſtill ſomething more to be conſiders 
7 ed here, worth notice, and that is, that this 
: drawing 1 18 generally ſuited to the ſituation and 3 
turn of mind in the perſon drawn, which 


hole of the door, and my bowels were moved 5 5 


ea ii. 4. ſeems to allude to, I drew them with - ||| 


l the cords, of a man, and the bands of love, viz. 
„„ 8 . 


Cay 
by a rational conviction of their judgments, and 
a ſweet engagement of their affections; here, in 
deed, the wiſdom of Chriſt eminently appears. 

1. In the means employed; and theſe are oH 
ten accommodated to the employment of the 
object of his grace. Moſes, who had forgot: 01 
ten the glitter of courts, and the deceitful pom 
of royalty, had long been accuſtomed to the the 
mountains and woods of Midian, has 4n am- to 
zing manifeſtation of the divine preſence in: the 
buſh burning with fire ; to the Eaſtern Magi a t 
or wiſe men, acquainted with the motions af dec 
the planets, he appears by a ſtar; to Peter, an- 
who poflibly before knew little more than the te 

nets he drew, the divine ſovereignty re in the 
a miraculous draught of fiſhes. lo 
2. The wiſdom of Chriſt, however, is thn Lot 
as ſtrongly in over-ruling the deſigns of men, Ml ve! 
and apprehending them when their views wer der 
very oppoſite. Thus when Saul, going to Da- I ito: 
maſcus, was thirſting for a banquet of blood, for 
Chriſt gets before him, and writes out a. com. anc 


miſſion for him to heal theſe very hearts be had Ml ry 
wounded by his relentleſs perſecution. Mat- 


thew the publican, that morn of his converſion, ſſ anc 

probably was thinking of nothing but of ac- ¶ ove 

counts and taxes; but Jeſus comes and lays hin go 

under an — tribute to free grace. But 4 

muſt alſo add," wh 

3 That in al theſe means, there is one fit be 
| word. 


Es) = 
word, like a choſen arrow, which Chritt makes 
uſe of to reach conviction to the heart. Witneſs 


the diſciples going to Emaus.—“ O fools, and 
« flow of heart to believe all that the prophets 


have written, ought not Chriſt to have ſuf- — 


* fered theſe things, and to enter into his glo- 
* ry? Theſe words kindle a holy flame in 
their enraptured minds. Follow me, ſaid he 
to Matthew, and heaven was in that word; to 

the woman of Samaria, I that ſpeak unto 
* thee am he; and immediately ſhe goes away 
declaring | the Joyful tidings to her townſmen 3 
and what I have often thought very remarkable, : 
Stephen preaches a long and a rouſing ſermon to. 
the impenitent Jews, while a heavenly radiance 
glowed in his face; but ſee! the arm of the 
Lord is not yet revealed, and therefore they 
were cut to the heart, and, as if poſſeſſed with 


demons, howling with madneſs ad rage, they 


ſtone the preacher to death. Peter, a little be- 
fore, had preached in almoſt the fame words, 
and three thouſand are made willing captives, 
crying out with holy concern, What ſhall we 
o to be ſaved?” So much for the nature of, 


and means employed in this drawing. I paſs 
over the ſecond head of method altogether, wad 
go on to the 

III. Which was to ſpeak to the- cones on 
which Chriſt grounds his aſl ertion; and I, if JI 


be lifted up, will draw all men. But even on 


= ſinners! for me! 
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this part of the ſubject, important as it is, 
muſt be ſhort, that I do not unfit your mind 
for the principal part of the work of the day; 
But in general I may obſerve, that the drawing 
of ſinners is founded on his dying on the croſs; 
and one reaſon may be, 1. That an attentive 
mind, conſidering the whole tranſaction from 
the firſt dawn of 28 80 given in that all com- 
prehenſive promiſe, the ſeed of the woman 
* {ſhall bruiſe the head of the ſerpent,” to the 
the, finiſhing of redemption without the gates of 
| Jeruſalem, he pauſes, and queſtions with ſo⸗ 
lemn ſurprize with himſelf — whence all this! 
Laa life of woes to him who had done no vio- 
lence !—a ſword of vengeance ſheathed in the 
man who is God's fellow !—what groans and 
lamentations from the lips of the pureſt inno- 
cence “ my heart is melted as the wax,—the 
arrows of the Almighty are within me, the poi- 
ſon whereof drinketh up my ſpirits !”'—whence 
all this? It's his own free, uninfluenced love 
to loſt and undone man ; that brought him 
from a throne to expire upon a crols, and to 
be numbered with the dead! O amazing ! for 
This fixes the ſoul fo abſo- 
lately in admiration, and the beams of beauty 
from the wounds of a crucified Saviour, have 
ſuch invincibleicharms, that (as Dr Owen juſt⸗ 


ly obſerves) ; it is completely raviſhed. And {o, 
far 3 15 the Chriſtian from being aſhamed of the 


croſs, 


thi 


N 5 19 — 
RE ub, has, hs Apoſtle Paul, he aas 
to ſet any object whatever in competition with || 
vs it, God forbid that I ſhould glory ſave in the || 
„Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and him crucified ! But 
of | muſt obſerve, 2. That a view by faith of a 
"crucified Saviour, hath a transforming influence 
on the ſoul. The fins and luſts which were the 
cauſe of all theſe woes to its bleſſed: Redeemer, 
make it to hold them in abhorrence. Never. 
was there a better expedient for the mortifica- 
tion of fin, than a ſerious view of its conſe- 
quences in Chriſt ; this makes the Apoſtle 

lay, © I am crucified with Chriſt;” and 
every believer makes it his conſtant endea- 
your to have his old man, that is his unrenew- 
12 nature, crucified with Jeſus. This is pre- ” 
"WW parative to a ſtep ſtill higher, and that is, 
3. That the ſoul, by beholding this tranſporting. 

ght, not only mortifies fin, but is ſtrongly at- 
tracted to follow Chriſt to where he is in glory; 
MN this engages the believer to acquire a moral 
meetneſs for the inheritance of the ſaints in 
light; and this he cannot do better, than by 


following the ſteps of ſuch a glorious forerun- | 
ner ;—from a croſs he deſcended to the grave, 


from thence he was raiſed by the mighty power 
of the Spirit of holineſs, and there he left all 
the grave-clothes of his imperfections, and aſ- 
cended to the manſions of glory and bleſſedneſs: 


W much weakneſs, and with uncqual | 
D 2 | ä 
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ſteps . the believer follows Chriſt in IN 


form progreſs, by the encreafing vigour of his 


faith, and ardency of defires to be with Chriſt, 


where he is to behold his glory, not for a fer 
delightful moments, as here; but what com- 
Pletęs happineſs, and is the heaven of cn 
to be ever with the Lord !” 

Thus I have ſhewn the means and ho gra- 
dual progreſs of a ſpiritual life, by the drawing 
influence of a crucified Saviour. 1 ſhall now 
conclude with ſome improvement. 

1. Is the preaching of the croſs then the _ 


device which God bleſſes with ſucceſs in drawing 


dead finners to himſelf? then it's vain, and dan- 
gerous too, to attempt any other method. No, 
neither the law with all its thunders, nor even 
the goſpel in all its beauties, in the letter of it, 
will awaken the ſlumbering ſoul and bring men 
to Chriſt. Nothing but his own powerful in- 
fluence will do this mighty work, Miniſters of 
Ge goſpel are commanded . to prophecy over 

* the dry bones; but it's the powerful ſpirit 


of Chriſt, that by breathing on the bones com- 
municates life, and animates them with vigour; 


but let never this confideration make miniſters 


or people relax in their reſpective duties, but 


ſtill be waiting about the gates of wiſdom's 


houſe, for never any of the houſe of Jacob 


ſought his face in vain. 


2. See how well Jeſus is ; qualified for draw- 
ing 


'h 
« 
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de 
'A 
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617 7 
ing "Canna ks! is white and ruddy, white in 


his Deity, and ruddy in his ſuffering humanity; 


he tabernacled with men, and they beheld his 
glory, the only begotten of the Father, Fats 


grace and truth. This admirable union of the 
dirine and human natures, conſtitute Jeſus the 
fitteſt perſon to bring many ſons unto. lory ; 
and he the heir of all things only has a right to 
fy to his faithful followers, I appoint unto 
you a kingdom, as my Father hath ap- 
* pointed unto me.” Hear how Mr Ruther- 
ford expreſſes it. To anſwer all the ends of 
* his mediation, he muſt. be endued with all 
n- the organs, as well as the qualities of the 
o, nature of man; he muſt have a man's heart 
n and bowels to pity man; he muſt have a 
it, man's hands, to touch and cleanſe the lepers 
n & Kin; a man's tongue, to pray for and preach 
n- to man; a man's feet, to travel over the 
of mountains, and bring back the ſtrayed ſheep. 
er To ſhew his relation to us ſtill nearer, he 
it would honour the womb of a ſinner to bear 
n- him, and the breaſt of a ſinner to give him 
r; M ſuck; he eat and drank with ſinners, and 
rs died betwixt two; O wonderful love, which 
ut death and the grave could not extinguiſh !' 
s And now, my brethren, although he, can- 
b If not. now. ſhed tears of ſorrow yet his regard 
is noways leſſened when come into his king- 
e and he has ſent the Spirit to tell us ſo.” 
| Theſe 
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ſert, as from the fruitful field, ſo hath this Sw 
of Righteouſneſs, when lifted up, drawn admi 
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candid enough to own, that * immortal {pr 
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18) 
Theſe are plain but comfortable words; and a 
though ſuch who know not the ſubject 
them, may laugh at them, yet I hope betty 
things of you. 
3. See how faithful Jeſus hath performed what | 
be ſo comfortably promiſed, I will draw ma 
* unto me.“ As the ſun hath exbaled th. 
drops of dew as well from the inhoſpitable de. 


1ts 


rers and followers from all the ends of the earth, 


from thrones, and from cottages ; from ſalitary fig] 


waſtes and crouded cities. With admiring eye Hoff, 
here you ſee the ſavage Scythian and the poliſh Mme: 
ed European, the learned.Jew and the eloquent On 
Greek, fixed in the admiration at this wonder ha; 
ful fight, a God manifeſted in the fleſh, and Go 
that ſacred fleſh mangled on a croſs ! A fight Mun! 
fo admirable, that angels who bend with pry-Wof : 


ing earneſtneſs from their thrones, muſt be If ch: 


ſtruck with wonder at ſuch who ſee no gpm: wh 
3 in him wherefore he ſhould be deſired. tir 

Let me, 4thly, Addreſs ſuch perſons, if there I ho 
are ſuch within theſe walls: And O, may he de 


who hath the key of David, with which he W 
hath already opened millions of locked hearts, I rer 


give-entrance to a ſerious expoſtulation with tit 


ſuch ſelf-deſtroyers. er 
- I preſume then, my friends, that you al be 


2 | riti 


tw) 
its ATE thinking ſubſtances, and. that condi 
b not always afleep. Your moments of reflec- 


jon were occaſioned, poſfibly, by the miſerable 
xr ſudden deaths of ſome of your thoughtleſs 


to the brink of eternity, filled with terror at the 
dreadful proſpect before him, all black and ter- 
ible! Ah, how he lays about him and calls 
for help! but, alas, it's too, too late! and in a 


to reform, that you may die the death of the 
righteous 3 but the impreſſion gradually wore 
off, till you was at laſt aſhamed of being ſo 
man and now are juſt the ſame perſon as ever. 


have accidentally popp'd into an aſſembly of 
God's people, where you heard the miſery of 
unrenewed nature, and the never-failing cure 
of a Redeemer's blood ſet forth; you ſaw the 


which it fortifies the heart- defcribed ; you re- 


holy man's! but this goodneſs was like the early 


Well, but let me tell you ho reflections and 
remonſtrances of conſcience which you have 


embers, which will unexpectedly blaze out with 


- IT you 


ompanions. You faw the dying man puſhed 


deep groan expires! You left the dreadful ſcene, 
and formed within yourſelf a tranſient reſolution 


On ſome occaſions, as poſſibly here to-day, you 


charms of holineſs, the peace and hope with 
tired, laying, Let my latter end be like this 1 


dew before the ſun beams, it ſoon vaniſhed. — | 


ſtifled, will only be like covering up glowing 


double fury. Believe me, all the admonitions 
you have beard, allthe zewakeniogs of conſcience 


Tm ” 
you have felt: theſe, like a black army of en- 
raged ghoſts, will ſurround you in the dark 
hour of death. Will your ſelf-deceit, and fall 
courage then bear you out, and enable you ty 
brave the fury of an angry God, as you hay 
deſpiſed his gol} pel, and trampled upon his laws 
How do you propoſe to bear up under ſeas d 
wrath, and be perpetually ſinking down, dom 
a horrid depth, in boundleſs, bottomleſs, Thors 
leſs miſery 

When the powers of your 1 will be en- 
larged and invigorated, to contain the vials dl 
fury of an affronted judge! O dreadful thought! 
let me now turn from the horrid ſubject, and 
beſeech you by all that you hold precious, to 
ſeize the golden ſeaſon of making peace while 
you are yet in the way. You have been hear- 
ing that to attone for ſuch ſinners as you, Jeſus 
was lifted up upon a croſs ; to waſh ſuch pol. 
lated ſouls as yours, his blood flowed in copi- 
ous ſtreams ; O then, negle& not ſo great, ſofree, 
and fo ſuitable a ſalvation as is here offered to 
all without exception. Then, having Chriſt, you 
ſhall have all things; then you will experience 
that calm ſerenity within, to which the riotous 
voluptuary is aſtranger ; and when the calamities 
of life and approach of death, which makes no- 
bility to hang down its head in foreboding 
anguiſh, will come, they ſhall find you well 
Prepared, and like a wall of braſs, to receive 


their dle. Every trial in Providence ſhall; 
LE | | eg ered be 
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ſay you to theſe things? Is the language of 
your thoughts O happy the man that is in 


former undutiful conduct ſo fills me with dread 
that I am afraid the merciful time of my viſita- 
tion is gone! O ſinner, think for a moment 


ſtained with the blood of Chriſt's infant church, 


tained mercy.” Among the bleſſed company, 
ſee Manaſſeh and Mary Magdalene, names in- 
famous for whatever could deform and ruin 


Gamond! Amen. 


= 3.0 1 


be ſo ſanctified to you, as you will find your- | 
ſelf daily ripening for heaven and glory. What 


ſuch a caſe!” but a fearful conſciouſneſs of my 


1 - * 
9 
- 
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what theſe ſtars, with which Chriſt hath plant- - 
ed the heavens, once were! Hear what loud : 
notes from him of Tarſus, whoſe hands were 


„J was a blaſphemer injurious, &c. but I ob- 


human nature. After theſe, and ten thouſand _ 
| more, limit if you can the grace and power f 
him who thus is able to ſave unto the uttermoſt; 
meaſure, if you can, the extent of that decla- 

* ration, the blood of Chriſt Jeſus, his ſon, 
* cleanſeth us from all fin !”— Comfortable. 
words! let them cloſe my diſcourſe, tet them 
hang on our dying lips, and O Eternal Spirit, 
let them be engraven on the tables of our hearts 
as with a pen of iron, and with — irs of a 


